
PENNY GADD-COSTER, WINEMAKER

Penny Gadd-Coster is an acclaimed winemaker and expert in  

Méthode Champenoise sparkling wine production. She brings her 

expertise to numerous wine brands as Executive Director of  

Winemaking at Rack & Riddle and is the founding winemaker of 

Breathless Wines. Her career began 35 years ago at Jordan followed 

by J Vineyards & Winery. She has mentored under the likes of Rob 

Davis, André Tchelistcheff, Oded Shakked and Raphael Brisbois. Her 

talents have earned numerous medals, 90+ ratings, the distinction of 

“Winemaker of the Year” and was awarded two Sweepstakes awards 

from the Sonoma County Harvest Fair–in 2013 and again in 2018.

Breathless Wines is a family affair, built by the love of three sisters, Sharon, Rebecca, and 

Cynthia, and the passion for life that their mother passed down to them. The sisters, 

along with Breathless Winemaker Penny Gadd-Coster, are dedicated to creating refreshing 

method champenoise sparkling wines that pair well with life’s special moments. “Breathless 

is about celebrating moments in life—big or small—that take our breath away,” says Sharon 

Cohn, “We are honoring our mom, Martha, who encouraged dreaming big—‘never take a 

breath for granted, and live life to the fullest’ was her mantra.” Founded in 2008, Breathless 

is run by the three sisters, each contributing their own knowledge and specialty in the Wine 

Industry. Sharon Cohn (sister 1 of 3), the “glitz, glamour and panache” behind Breathless, 

handles marketing; Rebecca Faust (sister 2 of 3) brings her entrepreneurial spirit and two 

decades in the wine industry and is the co-owner of Rack and Riddle, a highly acclaimed 

custom wine service; and Cynthia Faust (sister 3 of 3) brings business savvy and 20 years  

as a financial manager to the Breathless Brand.

The vineyards for Breathless produce 

grapes with complexity and structure 

reflective of the diverse climates of 

Sonoma County and the North Coast. 

Vineyards from Carneros, Anderson 

Valley, Russian River Valley and Dry 

Creek Valley are all home to grapes 

that produce Breathless Wines. Having 

honed in on the best vineyards, and 

within those–the best clones, allows the 

personality across vintages to achieve 

consistency.

VINEYARDS

“Breathless sparkling wines are excellent … this brand is joyous and playful.”



Breathless Wines is a family 
affair, built by the love of three 
sisters, and the passion for life 

that their mother passed down to 
them. The sisters are dedicated 
to creating sparkling wines that 

pair well with life’s special 
moments. 
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APPELLATION 

VARIETAL  
COMPOSITION 

TIRAGE 

ALCOHOL 

pH 

TOTAL ACIDITY

RESIDUAL SUGAR

TASTING NOTES

Sonoma County (Los Carneros, 
Solano County, Napa Valley)

52% Pinot Noir
45% Chardonnay 
3% Pinot Meunier

June 2019

12.1%

3.32

0.73g/100mL 

0.7%

A blend of Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, 
the Breathless Brut’s fine mousse 
paints the palate with a light, refreshing 
effervescence. Enjoy tropical notes of 
guava and pineapple with citrus highlights 
a hint of yeast. The finish is smooth and 
satisfying.

Sonoma County (Los Carneros) 

87% Pinot Noir 

13% Pinot Meunier

June 2019

12.5%

3.19

0.79g/100mL

0.8%

This Breathless Blanc de Noirs has 
delicious flavors of brioche, and a hint 
of berry, with bright citrus aromas. 
While the fine mousse highlights these 
notes in the mouth, the lingering finish 
demands yet another taste.

Our Brut Rosé has dramatic color and 
lovely aromatics. It offers fresh flavors of 
strawberry with a hint of cream and spice 
balanced by well-placed acidity.

Sonoma County (Los Carneros,
Alexander Valley, Russian River Valley)

83% Pinot Noir
10% Chardonnay
6% Pinot Meunier

June 2017

12.7%

3.19

0.94g/100mL

1.1%

ACCOLADES AND AWARDS

96 POINTS, BEST OF CLASS
2020 North Coast Wine Challenge 

 
92 POINTS, GOLD MEDAL
2020 Critics’ Challenge Wine Competition

90 POINTS, DOUBLE GOLD
2020 American Fine Wine Competiton

DOUBLE GOLD
2020 San Francisco Chronicle Wine Compeition

GOLD MEDAL & 90 POINTS
2020 Int’l Womens Wine Competition

ACCOLADES AND AWARDS

SWEEPSTAKES WINNER 
BEST SPARKLING WINE

2020 San Francisco Chronicle Wine Compeition

95 POINTS 
DOUBLE GOLD MEDAL

2020 Int’l Womens Wine Competition

92 POINTS, GOLD MEDAL
2020 North Coast Wine Challenge

91 POINTS, GOLD MEDAL
2020 American Fine Wine Competiton

91 POINTS, GOLD MEDALS  
2020 Critics’ Challenge Wine Competition

ACCOLADES AND AWARDS

90 POINTS
“Heady, flavorful, nuanced and elegant!”

Wine Enthusiast Magazine 
 

90 POINTS, GOLD MEDAL
2020 Monterey Int’l Comp

s pa r k l i n g w i n e s

BRUT BLANC DE NOIRS BRUT ROSÉ

OF THE

2020 RISING WINE 
STAR AWARDS 

SF LUXE MAGAZINE

YEAR!

Winery
OF THE



Breathless Wines is a family 
affair, built by the love of three 
sisters, and the passion for life 

that their mother passed down to 
them. The sisters are dedicated 
to creating sparkling wines that 

pair well with life’s special 
moments. 
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APPELLATION 

VARIETAL  
COMPOSITION 

TIRAGE 

ALCOHOL 

TASTING NOTES

Los Carneros, Sonoma County

100% Pinot Noir

Vintage 2020

13%

A dry and refreshing Rosé, noted for its 
pale pink hue, inspired by the traditional 
Provençal style.

Sonoma County

100% Chardonnay

Vintage 2019

13%

Aromas of this wine burst from the 
glass with vanilla oak, lemon, and citrus 
flower notes. The fruit dances on the 
tongue in harmony with the light oak. 
Balanced, clean, fresh with hints of 
spice that linger on the tongue.

Burgundian in style, earthy and lean with 
classic Pinot Noir characteristics.
Our 2018 vintage, single-vineyard 
Carneros Pinot Noir. Burgundian in style, 
earthy and lean with true Pinot Noir 
character.

Los Carneros , Sonoma County

100% Pinot Noir

Vintage 2018

13.6%

ACCOLADES AND AWARDS

92 POINTS, GOLD MEDAL
2021 Sunset International Wine Competition

s pa r k l i n g w i n e s

STILL BREATHLESS
2020 ROSÉ

STILL BREATHLESS
2019 CHARDONNAY

OF THE

2020 RISING WINE 
STAR AWARDS 

SF LUXE MAGAZINE

YEAR!

Winery
OF THE

STILL BREATHLESS 2018 
PINOT NOIR
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APPELLATION 

VARIETAL  
COMPOSITION 

TIRAGE 

ALCOHOL 

pH 

TOTAL ACIDITY

RESIDUAL SUGAR

TASTING NOTES

Sonoma County

49% Chardonnay
43% Pinot Noir

8% Pinot Meunier

The aromas begin with yellow delicious 
apple, pear, and hints of white cherry.
A beautiful balance of fruit, acid and 
bubbles- keeps you wanting more!

Sonoma County

49% Chardonnay
43% Pinot Noir

8% Pinot Meunier

The aromas begin with yellow delicious 
apple, pear, and hints of white cherry.
A beautiful balance of fruit, acid and 
bubbles- keeps you wanting more!

With citrus flower aromas and just a hint 
of toasted brioche, this Brut’s fine mousse 
fills the palate with a light, refreshing 
effervescence. The finish is smooth and 
satisfying.

North Coast

44% Pinot Noir
53% Chardonnay
3% Pinot Meunier

24 Months

12.33%

3.24

0.75g/100mL

1.0%

BRUT 375 ML (BLACK SLEEVE) BRUT 375 ML (BLUE SLEEVE) BREATHLESS BRUT MAGNUM

2020 RISING WINE 
STAR AWARDS 

SF LUXE MAGAZINE

YEAR!

Winery
OF THE


